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SUBJECT: MRS GANDHI ON INDO-US AND INFO-SOVIET RELATIONS 

1 . PTI JAN 23 QUOTES PM GANDHI FROM AN INTERVIEW SHE 
GAVE TO A HINDI DAILY TO BE PUBLISHED JAN 24. THE 
INTERVIEWER NOTED THAT THE PM HAD SINGLED OUT WESTERN 
CGWNTRIES AND PARTICULARLY THE US FOR CRITICISM AT 
THE CHANDIGARH CONGRESS PARTY SESSION AT THE TURN OF 
THE YEAR BUT HAD SAID NOTHING ABOUT THE SOVIET UNION. 

HE ASKED, "DOES THIS MEAN THE USSR HAS NEVER PUT ANY 
PRESSURE ON OUR FOREIGN POLICY?" MRS GANDHI REPLIED: 
"THERE IS NO PRESSURE AT ALL. IN FACT, THEY FULLY 
COOPERATE WITH OUR POLICY AND SUPPORT IT, NOT ONLY, 

DO THEY SUPPORT US BUT IN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, 
THEY ALWAYS STAND BY THE OTHER NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES 
IN ASIA, AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA." THE PM IS SAID 
TO HAVE OBSRVED WHAT SOME COUNTRIES "FOR EXAMPLE, 
AMERICA" WERE GIVING A LOT OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE 
OPPOSITION PARTIES IN INDIA. "WHAT INTEREST HAVE 
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HAVE EXTENDED HELP AT THE TIME WHEN INDIA WAS UNDER 
HEAVY STRAIN 

AT THE TIME OF THE BANGLADESH CRISIS)." 

2. COMMENT: EMBASSY/USIS WILL CHECK THIS VERSION 
AGAINST TRANSLATION WHICH WE EXPECT TO HAVE EARLY 
NEXT WEEK. 

SCHNEIDER 
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